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Hellenistic Lead Miniature Furniture from Patara: An Assessment of
Domestic and Cultic Contexts

Patara’dan Hellenistik D6nem Kursun Minyatiir Mobilyalar: Evsel ve Kiilt Baglamlar
Uzerine Bir Degerlendirme

Feyzullah SAHIN *

Abstract: Excavations at the Tepecik Settlement, located north of Patara, have uncovered two Early Hellenistic
lead miniature pieces of furniture, a kline and a table. Miniature objects, widely produced in antiquity, fulfilled
different roles depending on their archaeological context, at times they were interpreted as toys, at times as
votive offerings or ritual objects, and at times as small-scale representations of daily life. Within this general
framework, the finds from Patara, particularly the table, provide new evidence for this multifunctionality. The
spatial contexts of the finds offer valuable clues about their possible functions. The kline, discovered in a
gynaikonitis (women’s quarter), can be interpreted as a toy in a domestic context. The miniature table, on the
other hand, was recovered from the integrated kitchen and storage context; the relief of a grape cluster on
its surface may point to a ‘domestic cult’ practice associated with wishes for abundance and prosperity, or
alternatively to a Dionysiac dedication. Within this framework, the present study not only adds new examples
to the limited repertoire of Hellenistic lead miniature furniture but also emphasizes the methodological
importance of contextual analysis in interpreting such objects.

Keywords: Patara, Hellenistic Period, Miniature, Furniture, Contextual Analysis

Oz: Patara kent merkezinin kuzeyinde yer alan Tepecik Yerlesimi'nde gerceklestirilen kazilarda, Erken
Hellenistik Donem’e ait iki kursun minyatir mobilya parcasi, bir kline ve bir masa, ortaya cikarilmistir. Antik
Donem’de yaygin olarak Uretilen minyatlr nesneler, arkeolojik baglamlarina gére farkli islevler Gstlenmistir;
kimi zaman oyuncak, kimi zaman adak veya ritliel obje, kimi zaman da giindelik yasamin ktictk 6lcekli bir temsili
olarak degerlendirilmistir. Bu genel cerceve icinde Patara buluntulari, 6zellikle masa érnegi araciligiyla bu cok
yonli islevsellige iliskin yeni veriler sunmaktadir. Buluntularin mekansal konumlari, olasiislevlerine dair ipuclari
vermektedir. Gynaikonitis (kadinlar bolimu) olarak tanimlanan bir mekanda bulunan kline, evsel baglamda bir
oyuncak olarak yorumlanabilir. Minyatlr masa ise mutfak ve kiler birimlerinin bltanlUgi icinde ele gegmistir;
Uzerinde yer alan Gzim salkimi kabartmasi, bereket ve bolluk dilekleriyle iliskili bir ‘domestik kult’
uygulamasina ya da alternatif olarak Dionysios’a iliskin bir adaga isaret etmektedir. Bu baglamda ¢alisma,
Hellenistik Donem’e ait kursun minyatir mobilyalarin sinirli repertuvarina yeni érnekler kazandirmakta ve bu
tlr nesnelerin yorumlanmasinda baglam analizinin metodolojik 6nemini vurgulamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Patara, Hellenistik Donem, Minyatir, Mobilya, Baglam Analizi
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Introduction

Patara, located within the modern district of Kas in Antalya, was situated in antiquity at the
southwestern coast of Lycia, where the Xanthos Valley meets the sea. The lead miniature furniture
examined in this study was uncovered at the Tepecik Settlement, established on a natural rocky
outcrop measuring approximately 30 meters in height and 280 x 300 meters in extent, positioned
to the north of the city and near the inner harbor (Fig. 1).

Miniature” or ‘model” objects, produced in antiquity in great numbers, were associated with
various functions such as toys, ritual equipment, or votive offerings. Archaeological evidence
demonstrates that such objects existed for thousands of years across different regions and cultural
contexts. These objects are highly reduced copies of items used in daily life, tools, sometimes human
body parts, or various living beings in nature. In everyday language, the term ‘miniature,” or more
commonly ‘mini,” is used in precisely this sense, and in archaeological terminology it denotes scaled-
down copies of larger counterparts, as in ‘miniature lamp’, ‘miniature furniture’, or ‘miniature
helmet’l. In theory, almost any object or creature could be rendered in miniature form.
Nevertheless, in ancient material culture certain categories, such as vessels, weapons, furniture,
chariots, various tools, and house models, appear more frequently?. In some cases, miniature copies
of cult statues were also produced®. Miniature objects found in sanctuaries or funerary contexts
have mostly been interpreted as votive or dedicatory offerings. It has also been suggested that such
objects functioned as special means through which ordinary people, with minimal expenditure of
personal resources, could approach divine powers, supplicate, and express gratitude®*. Miniatures
found in domestic contexts, on the other hand, have often been regarded as children’s toys. Yet
determining their meaning is not always straightforward; their resemblance to modern usages (e.g.,
dollhouses, toys, tourist souvenirs) can be misleading®. Therefore, as with all archaeological finds,
the context in which miniature objects are discovered is of decisive importance for their
interpretation. In this sense, the reduction of scale may entail a transformation of function and
meaning, making contextual analysis a key methodological tool in assessing miniature objects.

The Tepecik Settlement

Due to its commanding position over both the northern access road to Patara and the inner harbor,
Tepecik was continuously inhabited from prehistoric times onwards owing to its strategic
importance®. Recent investigations have revealed the existence of a fortified settlement here dating
to the VI™ century BCE. In the mid-IV™" century BCE, the settlement was strengthened with a
garrison; during this period, houses were also constructed within the fortification walls, enabling
soldiers to live with their families. At the beginning of the 111 century BCE, Tepecik came under the
control of the Ptolemaic Kingdom; during this phase, both the defensive structures and the domestic
buildings were renovated, settlement life continued, and the site maintained its function as a
garrison.

Archaeological evidence clearly demonstrates the coexistence of both military and civilian life

1 Pilz 2011, 15-16.

2 Miniature pottery: Dunbabin 1962; Ekroth 2003, miniature furniture; Richter 1966; Andrianou 2007, miniature military
equipment: Kilian-Dirilmeier 2002, 17-19 pl. 12, 218-224; Cristofani 2003, 467-472; miniature votives from the Roman
Period: Kiernan 2009.

3 Miniature copies of statues constitute a distinct group, as they are much smaller-scale replicas of known larger objects,
see Andrianou 2007, 41.

4 Kiernan 2009, 1. For a critique of the economic perspective that attributes the dedication of miniature objects to lower
social strata, see Pilz 2011.

5 Andrianou 2007, 41; Pilz 2011.

6 For an assessment of the current state of research on the Tepecik settlement, see Dindar 2019, 138-152.
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at the settlement. Military equipment such as catapult projectiles, sling bullets, arrowheads, and
spearheads, together with ceramics, terracotta figurines, weaving tools, and grain-grinding stones,
provide tangible proof of this multifaceted use. No architectural remains dating to the Roman
Imperial Period have been identified on the upper terrace of Tepecik. However, recent studies have
revealed that the upper terrace was reorganized in the V"—VI" centuries CE and reused for
defensive purposes’.
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Fig. 1 City plan of Patara (image courtesy of the Patara Excavations Archive)

Typology and Distribution of Hellenistic Lead Miniature Furniture

Hellenistic lead miniature furniture, whether found in domestic contexts, sanctuaries, or in
association with funerary practices, has survived to the present in very limited numbers. Their
typological range also appears to be quite narrow. The klinai were multifunctional pieces in antiquity
that combined the functions of a modern bed and couch; they were used for sleeping, resting, and
reclining during meals. They consisted of a frame resting on four legs, over which a webbing of
leather or vegetal fibers was stretched, and this surface was furnished with covers, mattresses, and
cushions®. One example of a lead miniature kline was discovered in a child’s grave at Eretria®, while
another, originating from Naukratis, is now in the collection of the British Museum?°.

Another attested category of miniature furniture is the table: round examples are usually set on

7 Dundar & Kogak 2021, 143-144.

8  Richter 1966, 52-54; Andrianou 2006, 232-238.

% Rous & Huguenot 2017, 12-13 fig. 4.

10 https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/X__ 6121.
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three animal legs, while rectangular tables rest on three®! or four legs. In many instances, the tables
are decorated in relief with representations of fish, fruit, dishes, mythological figures, and geometric
motifs'2. Round tables with three legs have been found at Delos®®, Eretria’®, and Priene®®. A
specimen from Terracina is dated to the Late Hellenistic—Early Roman Imperial period?*®. Rectangular
tables with a single leg at the center of one short side and two legs near the other short side have
been recovered at Limyral’ and Miletus'®. Rectangular tables from Delos, by contrast, bear four legs
and two large horizontal handles on the short sides?®.

In addition to tables, chairs form a small but attested category within the repertoire of miniature
furniture. Most lead miniature chairs resemble klismoi, with front and back legs curving outward
and a convex backrest, although in some examples the legs are straight. The miniature chair
discovered at Akanthos, with its backrest set at an angle for comfort and the front legs curving
forward, is the best example corresponding to the type of backed seat also seen in Classical vase
depictions®. An example from Elis, whose seat imitates a woven surface, was recovered from a
grave context?!. Further examples are known from Eretria and Stageira?2. A lead miniature chair in
the British Museum has a vertical and curved backrest; although Hellenistic in style, its legs are not
curved but straight?.

Although rarely attested, lead miniature furniture has occasionally been found as part of a set.
In a child’s grave at Korinos, near the northern necropolis of Pydna, a group consisting of a miniature
table, kline, and grill was uncovered?*. A group from Terracina, representing the furnishings of a
room and utensils for the dining table, reflects the style fashionable in Rome during the late
Republican and early Imperial periods. Within this group are included a round table with three legs,
a rectangular table, a chair, and a candelabrum. The set also contained a figurine of a dining servant
carrying a food tray®.

Hellenistic Lead Miniature Furniture from Patara: A Kline and a Table

Lead Miniature Kline (Cat. 1; Fig. 2)
Inv. No.: Ptr'17.610 Find Year & Loc.: 2017, Tepecik i-19. SB 12 Dims.: 10 x 4.7 cm
The kline, measuring approximately 10 cm in length and 4.7 cm in width, is partially broken and

11 The rectangular three-legged table is a widely used type, whose origin probably goes back to Egypt. From the early
VIth to the IVth centuries BCE, it was depicted almost unchanged in vase and wall paintings. For a bronze example dating
to the VIth century BCE, see Luce 2011, 58 fig. 13. In addition, miniature terracotta examples of these tables are also
known; see Richter 1966, 67-68 fig. 345-346.

12 Votive tables close to their original size are known from tomb contexts; however, the offerings themselves are only
rarely depicted upon them. A full-sized marble table found in the Naip Tumulus at Tekirdag, dated between 320 and
300 BC, provides an example: various plates and bowls are rendered in low relief on its surface (Delemen 2006, 256—
58 fig. 5, 7).

13 Deonna 1938, 44 pl. 19, 133-136.

14 Rous & Huguenot 2017, 10 fig. 2.

15 Raeck & Rumscheid 2010, 31 fig. 7.

16 Borsari 1894, 105 fig. 7.

17 Borchhardt 1973, 44-45 fig. 6; Jacobek & Dinstl 1990, 210 cat. 148.

18 Schiering 1979, 100-101 pl. 21.

19 These handles appear to have been designed to facilitate the transport of full-scale tables, see Deonna 1934, 27-29
fig. 22-23.

20 Andrianou 2007, 42 cat. 11 fig. 7 a. b.

21 Andrianou 2007, cat. 10.

22 Eretria: Andrianou 2007, cat. 13; Stageira: Andrianou 2007, cat. 8.

23 Richter 1966, 102 fig. 509.

24 Andrianou 2007.

25 Borsari 1894, 105-112 fig. 7.
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deformed, with its headboard and footboard in particular being damaged. This small kline, of
rectangular shape, bears on its upper surface an interlaced strap motif carved in openwork (ajour)
technique. The motif represents the leather strap webbing used on actual klinai. The raised
projections on the short sides are miniature reflections of the headboard and footboard
arrangements of full-sized klinai. The rectangular legs, however, display no decorative details.

The lead miniature kline (Cat. 1) was
discovered in a room belonging to one of the
houses located south of the north fortification
at Tepecik. On the floor of the room were
found ceramic vessels, loom weights, spindle
whorls, coins, beads, and metal objects, as
well as a bronze vessel and figurines. The
room, situated in a rather isolated position
north of the central courtyard, was bordered
by a kitchen to the east and storage areas to
the west. The architectural arrangement and
the findings indicate that the room functioned
as a gynaikonitis (women’s quarters).

Examples of lead miniature klinai are quite limited. A lead miniature kline dating to the Early
Hellenistic period, found in a child’s grave at Eretria (Fig. 3 a), shows similarities to the Patara
example in terms of the frame and leg forms, as well as the imitation of cross-strapped leather
webbing?®. A piece of Naukratis origin in the British Museum (Fig. 3 b), initially recorded as a ‘buckle’,
has been reinterpreted as furniture due to the similarity of its hatched pattern to that of the chair
from Stageira?’. In terms of form and especially the rendering of the interlaced strap pattern, the
object shows close parallels with the lead miniature kline from Eretria?® and may be regarded as a
miniature kline. The most distinctive difference between Cat. 1 and these examples is that the
interstices between the cross straps of the bed were left open; in other words, the arrangement
was executed in openwork technique?. In terms of chronology the assemblage from the layer
where Cat. 1 was found dated to the end of the IV century BCE°, and the kline is likewise
considered within the same chronological framework.

Fig. 2. Lead miniature kline (Cat. 1) discovered in a
gynaikonitis (women’s quarter) at the Tepecik
Settlement (Patara Excavations Archive)

a

Fig. 3a Lead miniature kline from a child’s grave at Eretria (Rous & Huguenot 2017, Fig. 4b
Lead miniature kline of Naukratis origin.
(https://www .britishmuseum.org/collection/object/X__6121).

26 Rous & Huguenot 2017, 12-13 fig. 4.

27 https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/X__6121.

28 This technique can be observed in the craftsmanship of the seat of a miniature chair found in an adult’s grave at
Akanthos, dated to the first half of the IVt" century BCE, see Andrianou 2007, 42—43 cat. 11 fig. 7.

29 Andrianou 2007, 42-43 cat. 11 fig. 7.

30 Dindar 2020, 51-52 fig. 5. For terracotta figurines recovered from the gynaikonitis, see Bolat 2022.
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Lead Miniature Table (Cat. 2; Fig. 4)
Inv. No.: Ptr'22.254 Find Year & Loc.: 2022, Tepecik ] 18-19. SB 08-4 Dims.: 4.3 x 6 cm

The lead miniature table discovered at Tepecik has survived only in part. Measuring approximately
4.3 x 6 cm, the fragmentary table must originally have been rectangular in form with rounded
corners. At the center of its short side is a projection for a leg. On the surface of the table is a
representation of a grape cluster, the individual grapes not rendered in detail; the stem extends
upward and bifurcates, resembling a thin vine branch. The position of the leg projection indicates
that the piece was a miniature example of the three-legged rectangular tables.

Beyond its form and decoration, the
find context offers clues to its function. At
Tepecik, to the east of the gynaikonitis was
a semi-open kitchen, and further east a
storage unit distinguished by its storage
vessels and rich assemblage of finds. The
miniature table was recovered within the
functional integrity of these two spaces.
Destroyed by a fire in the second half of the
IVt century BCE, these areas, situated close
to the gynaikonitis, are significant in
reflecting the activity zones of women
within the domestic layout3’. In terms of chronology, at Tepecik the assemblage from the layer
where Cat. 2 was found has been dated to the end of the IV century BCE, and the table is likewise
evaluated within this chronological framework.

— L —

Fig. 4. Lead miniature table (Cat. 2) with a relief of a
grape cluster, discovered in the integrated context of
kitchen and storage units at the Tepecik Settlement
(Patara Excavations Archive)

Comparable examples of three-legged miniature tables are known from other sites, providing
useful parallels for the Tepecik find. One of the lead three-legged rectangular miniature tables was
found in the Xntabura Tomb at Limyra (Fig. 5a). The reliefs on the table depict, at the center, fish
and lobsters placed on a dish; on the right, a cucumber and a radish; and in a small round vessel,
probably condiments or sauces used for dipping food. On the left side are representations of a wild
boar’s head and a carving knife. This table is dated to the mid-IV" century BCE®2.

Fig. 5a A lead miniature table from Limyra (Jacobek & Dinstl 1990, 210 cat. 148). 5b
A lead miniature table from Miletus (Schiering 1979, pl. 21)

Another important example of a lead miniature table was discovered at Miletus (Fig. 5b). The
rectangular table has three flat legs bent backward on its underside, and a small handle is placed at
the center of one of the long sides. At the center of the table, two fish and a crab or lobster are
depicted in a typical fish dish. On the left are a crab (?), bread, an animal leg, and a four-leaf radish;

31 Dindar 2020, 52 fig. 6-9.
32 Borchhardt 1973, 44-45 fig. 6; Jacobek & Dinstl 1990, 210 cat. 148.
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on the right, a naked Herakles is shown stepping forward while holding down his club. This depiction
is connected with Herakles Epitrapezios and is associated with a votive offering made to the hero.
The small handle on the table suggests that the object may have been hung as a dedication. This
piece is dated to the late IV"" century BCE.

A lead miniature rectangular table found in a child’s grave at Eretria, dating to the Early
Hellenistic period, stands on three profiled legs. Along the outer edge of the top runs a frieze of
semicircles with dotted ends, while at the center there are three rosettes. One of these rosettes is
decorated with small dots and encircled by at least five small dotted circles®*. Another small lead
tabletop found at Eretria is also thought to have belonged to a miniature table. On this top, three
fish and a shrimp are depicted in a highly naturalistic style. Since it was a surface find, this table
cannot be dated with certainty®. A miniature votive round table from the Eastern Rock Sanctuary
at Priene, dated to the Hellenistic period, is decorated with Dionysian representations®.

General Evaluation

Although the production of miniature objects was widespread in antiquity, lead furniture examples
dated to the Hellenistic period are quite limited. It is observed that Hellenistic lead miniature
furniture could be interpreted in domestic contexts as toys or miniature reflections of daily life; in
both adult and child burials as elements carrying symbolic meaning; and in sanctuaries as votive or
ritual objects. This diversity demonstrates that these artifacts cannot be reduced to a single function
and that their modes of use varied according to the contexts in which they were found®”.

The lead miniature furniture objects found at Tepecik allow for different functional
interpretations depending on their find contexts. The kline (Cat. 1) was discovered in a room
belonging to a house south of the north fortification, identified as a gynaikonitis (women’s quarter).
In this context, it may be understood as a toy, although possible symbolic meanings should not be
disregarded. The miniature table fragment (Cat. 2), on the other hand, was recovered within the
integrated context of the kitchen and storage units of the same house. Bearing a relief of a grape
cluster, this object offers a multi-layered potential for interpretation in terms of both function and
meaning. The grape cluster, one of the principal attributes of Dionysos, is regarded as a symbol of
wine, fertility, and the seasonal cycle, and is also associated with symposion culture. However, since
this motif was also a common decorative and representational element, it does not necessarily
indicate a Dionysiac association. This interpretive breadth is likewise evident in parallels from other
sites. A miniature table from Miletus, which in addition to depictions of food also bears a scene of
Herakles Epitrapezios and thereby acquired a votive function, demonstrates that such objects may
have served not merely as toys or miniature reflections of daily life, but also as ritual and symbolic
instruments. Similarly, a table found in a tomb at Limyra, with its depictions of food, assumed
symbolic and ritual functions in the context of the funerary cult. The miniature votive table found at
Priene is decorated with Dionysiac motifs. The fact that the Patara example was found in a domestic
unit and bears a grape cluster motif suggests either a ‘domestic cult’ practice associated with wishes
for abundance and prosperity, or that it functioned as a decorative object bearing miniature
banquet imagery or as a toy within a domestic context.

33 Schiering 1979, 100-101 pl. 21.

34 Rous & Huguenot 2017, 11-12 fig. 3.

35 Rous & Huguenot 2017, 11 fn. 34.

36 Raeck & Rumscheid 2010, 31, fig. 7; Archdologischer Anzeiger 2009, 205 fig. 20.
37 Andrianou 2007, 45.
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