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New Suggestions for Personal Names on a Group of ‘Western Asia Minor’ 

Balance Weights from the Roman Imperial Period at the Pera Museum (II) 

Pera Müzesi'ndeki Roma İmparatorluk Dönemi 'Batı Küçük Asya’ Terazi Ağırlıkları 
Üzerindeki Kişi Adlarına İlişkin Yeni Öneriler (II) 

Hüseyin Sami ÖZTÜRK* & Yavuz Selim GÜLER** 

Abstract: This article presents ten lead balance weights from Suna and İnan Kıraç Foundation Anatolian 

Weights and Measures Collection at the Pera Museum. Oğuz Tekin previously published these weights in the 

catalog as part of the Corpus Ponderum Antiquorum et Islamicorum (CPAI) project, which documents the 

balance weights in museum collections in Türkiye. In the catalog, O. Tekin left the epigraphic autopsy and 

possible solutions for the marketplace officials mentioned on the weights for further research. This article 

reviews some of the inscriptions on these weights and provides addenda and corrigenda to them. The 

findings presented here significantly improve our comprehension of the names of the marketplace officials 

on the balance weights originating from ‘Western Asia Minor’. The names of these new marketplace officials 

are as follows: 1) M. Aelius Fronto Paulus (corrigendum), 2) Aristeides, agoranomos (corrigendum), 3) 

Artemidoros, agoranomos (corrigendum et addendum), 4) Aurelius Iulianus Stratoneikos, 5) Tib. Iulius 

Gamikos (corrigendum), 6) Claudius (?) Pothumenos, agoranomos, 7) T. Sextilius Tertullianus (addendum), 8) 

–nus Virius Cassius, agoranomos (corrigendum), 9) Plautus, agoranomos (addendum) (1), 10) Plautus,

(corrigendum) (2).

Keywords: Ionia, Ephesos, Western Anatolia, Onomastic, Agoranomos, Litra/Libra, Uncia 

Öz: Bu makalede Pera Müzesi’ndeki Suna ve İnan Kıraç Vakfı Anadolu Ağırlık ve Ölçüleri Koleksiyonunda 

bulunan Roma İmparatorluk Dönemi’ne ait on kurşun terazi ağırlığı tanıtılmaktadır. Bu ağırlıkları daha önce 

Oğuz Tekin, Corpus Ponderum et Antiquorum et Islamicorum (CPAI) projesi için hazırlamış olduğu, 

Türkiye’deki müze koleksiyonlarında yer alan terazi ağırlıklarını belgeleyen katalogda yayımlamıştır. O. Tekin, 

katalogda epigrafik otopsi ve ağırlıklarda geçen pazar yeri sorumluları için olası çözümleri daha ileride 

yapılacak araştırmalara bırakmıştır. Bu makale bazı ağırlıklar üzerindeki yazıtları yeniden gözden geçirmekte 

ve bunlara addenda ve corrigenda yapmaktadır. Burada sunulan bulgular, Batı Küçük Asya kökenli terazi 

ağırlıklarının üzerinde bulunan pazar yeri sorumlularının isimlerini anlamamızı önemli ölçüde 

geliştirmektedir. Bu yeni pazar yeri sorumlularının adları şöyledir: 1) M. Aelius Fronto Paulus (corrigendum), 

2) Aristeides, agoranomos (corrigendum), 3) Artemidoros, agoranomos (corrigendum et addendum), 4) 
Aurelius Iulianus Stratoneikos, 5) Tib. Iulius Gamikos (corrigendum), 6) Claudius (?) Pothumenos, 
agoranomos, 7) T. Sextilius Tertullianus (addendum), 8) –nus Virius Cassius, agoranomos (corrigendum), 9) 
Plautus, agoranomos (addendum) (1), 10) Plautus, (corrigendum) (2).

Anahtar Sözcükler: Ionia, Ephesos, Batı Anadolu, Onomastik, Agoranomos, Litra/Libra, Uncia 
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The study of ancient balance weights provides crucial insights into the economic, administrative, 
and social structures of the Roman Imperial period. These seemingly utilitarian objects served not 
merely as instruments of commerce but also as vehicles of official authority, bearing the names of 
marketplace officials (agoranomoi) who guaranteed the accuracy of weights and measures in 
urban and rural markets. In regions such as Asia Minor, where economic vitality depended heavily 
on trade networks linking coastal cities to their agricultural hinterlands, the regulation of weights 
and measures was fundamental to maintaining public trust and commercial integrity1. The Suna 
and İnan Kıraç Foundation Anatolian Weights and Measures Collection at the Pera Museum 

houses a significant assemblage of lead balance weights from the Roman Imperial Period, the 
majority of which are reported to originate from 'Western Asia Minor'2. These weights were 
systematically documented by Oğuz Tekin as part of the Corpus Ponderum Antiquorum et 
Islamicorum (CPAI) project, resulting in the first comprehensive catalog dedicated to Greek and 
Roman weights at the Pera Museum3. O. Tekin's meticulous work provided valuable typological, 
metrological, and physical descriptions of the weights, establishing a foundation for further 
scholarly inquiry. Recognizing the complexity of the epigraphic evidence, he deliberately reserved 
detailed analysis of the inscriptions for future research. 

Building on this foundational contribution, the present study focuses on the epigraphy of 
balance weights from the collection. Our first article introduced a group of weights bearing the 

names of previously unattested marketplace officials and demonstrated the interpretive 
challenges posed by corroded surfaces, inconsistent letter forms, and abbreviated nomenclature4. 
The current article extends this investigation by presenting epigraphic analyses of ten additional 
weights5, offering new readings, corrections (corrigenda), and supplementary observations 
(addenda) to O. Tekin's catalog entries. 

This study employs a combined approach integrating epigraphic autopsy, metrological 
reassessment, and onomastic analysis. Each weight was examined under controlled lighting 
conditions to maximize the visibility of worn or faintly incised letters. Dimensions and weight 
measurements were recorded twice, and average values were calculated to ensure precision6. 
Letter heights were systematically measured as a key component of epigraphic analysis, providing 
insights into carving techniques and stylistic variations. All ten balance weights analyzed in this 

article were acquired from a private collector in 20077. While their general provenance is 
identified as 'Western Asia Minor', the lack of precise archaeological context needs cautious 
interpretation. Nevertheless, the onomastic and prosopographic evidence (particularly the 
recurrence of specific family names and the typological consistency of the weights) suggests they 

                                                                        
1
  On the economic structure of Roman Asia Minor and the importance of regulated trade, see Mitchell 1993, 1: 242-

245; Zuiderhoek 2009, 89-112. 
2
  Öztürk & Güler 2023, 99-118. The term 'Western Asia Minor' is used here as a general geographic descriptor in the 

absence of precise provenance data. It likely encompasses the coastal regions of the Roman provinces of Asia and 
possibly Lydia. 

3
  CPAI III 1. 

4
  Öztürk & Güler 2023, 99-118. 

5
  All of these balance weights were acquired from Halûk Perk, a private collector of weights and measures, in 2007. 

Aside from the general indication that the weights originate from Western Asia Minor, there is no clear provenance 
for these balance weights prior to their acquisition by the previous owner. 

6
  Measurement methodology follows the protocols established in Öztürk & Güler 2023, 100-101. 

7
  All ten balance weights were acquired from Halûk Perk, a private collector specializing in weights and measures, in 

2007. Aside from the general indication that they originate from Western Asia Minor, there is no documented 
archaeological context prior to their acquisition by the previous owner. 
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originated from a relatively circumscribed region, possibly centered around Ephesos, Smyrna, or 
Pergamon. The corrected readings of marketplace officials' names not only expand our knowledge 
of agoranomoi in Roman Asia Minor but also illuminate patterns of civic administration, family 
networks, and the dissemination of official authority in provincial marketplaces. While the CPAI 
project used the broader "Eastern Mediterranean/Aegean" geographic definition, our study 
proposes more specific locations for these balance weights by comparing the personal names 
inscribed on them with established epigraphic corpora. Based on this comparative analysis, we 
propose a relative chronology spanning the 2nd–3rd centuries CE.  

The first section examines the epigraphy of these weights through detailed autopsy. The 
second section focuses on two weights that share identical reverse molds, demonstrating that a 
single mold could be used for different weight units. We anticipate that these findings on mold 
links will help scholars reconstruct incomplete inscriptions on other Asia Minor weights by 
identifying matching fragments, thereby contributing to the compilation of marketplace officials in 
the region. 

I) Western Asia Minor 

M. Aelius Fronto Paulus (corrigendum) 

Description: Square in form with raised and beveled edges and a tab; worn and corroded. 

(A): Letter overstruck with a circular stamp. 

(B): Inscription in one line. 

(Stamp): Three lines of inscriptions within a border of dots. 

Inscription technique: Relief; Material: Lead. 

Inv. No: PMA 4029; Date of Acquisition: 2007; Findspot: Unknown. 

Region: Ionia(?) 

City: Ephesos(?) 

Dimensions: 24 x 27 x 6 mm; LH: (A): -; (B); ca. 9.5 mm; (Stamp): 4 mm. 

Weight: 15.12 g; 15.10 g [CPAI III/1]. 

Metrology: Half-Uncia (Heavy); Half-Uncia [CPAI III/1]. 

Edition: CPAI III/1, 564. 

Date: 2nd–3rd centuries CE.  

(A) 

[-] 

[Semis]. 

 

(B) 

  M ∙ 

Μ(ᾶρκος) ∙ or Μ(ᾶρκου) ∙ 

 

(stamp) 

∙ Μ ∙ 

ΑIΦP̣ 

ΠAY 
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Fig. 1a Fig. 1b 

 

Μ(ᾶρκος) ∙ | Αἴ(λιος) Φρ(̣όντων) | Παῦ(λος) or Μ(ᾶρκου) ∙ Αἰ(λίου) Φρ(̣όντωνος) Παύ(λου). 

Apparatus Criticus 

(Stamp): 1-3: Μ / ΑΙΦΙ / ΠΑΥ [CPAI III/1]. 

Translation 

(A): [Half]-(Libra). 

(B): M(arcus) or (during the tenure of) Marcus. 

(Stamp): Marcus Aelius Fronto Paulus or (during the tenure of) Marcus Aelius Fronto Paulus. 

Commentary 

If our interpretation of the inscription is correct, we propose restoring the name as “Marcus Aelius 
Fronto Paulus”. The praenomen Marcus and the gentilic name Aelius suggest that this individual, 
or his ancestors, may have obtained Roman citizenship during the reign of Hadrianus. Marcus 
Aelius Fronto Paulus is recorded here for the first time and likely served as a marketplace official in 
one of the cities in Ionia, most probably Ephesos8. 

 

 

 

 

 

Aristeides, agoranomos (corrigendum) 

Description: Truncated pyramidal shape with beveled edges, curved corners, and a tab; worn and 
corroded. 

(A): Damaged letter. 

(B): Inscription in five lines with a herringbone motif below, enclosed within a square border. 

Inscription technique: Relief; Material: Lead. 

Inv. No: PMA 3611; Date of Acquisition: 2007; Findspot: Unknown. 

Region: Western Anatolia(?) 

Dimensions: 76 x 83 x 20 mm; LH: (A): ca. 18 mm; (B): ca 13 mm. 

Weight: 587.55 g; 587. 55 g [CPAI III/1]. 

Metrology: One-Libra (Heavy); One-Libra [CPAI III/1]. 

Edition: CPAI III/1, 414. 

Date: Roman Imperial Period(?) 

(A) 

Ạ 

(Oὐνκία) αʹ. 

                                                                        
8
  According to the Collector Halûk Perk, the weight was likely found in the vicinity of Ephesos. For typologically 

comparable examples and parallels, see Öztürk & Güler 2023, 99-118.  
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(B) 

�Π̣IAΡ�Ι 

C̣ΤIΔΟΥ� 

ΡΜỊΟΥA 

ΓΟΡΑΝO 

ΜΟΥ vvv 

 

Ἐπὶ Ἀρει|σ̣τίδου Ἑ|ρμί̣ου ἀ||4γορανό|μου. vvv 

Apparatus Criticus 

(B) 1-2: ΕΠΙ Α[.] ΕΡ / [.]ΙΔΟΥ [CPAI III/1]. 

Translation 

(A): One-(Uncia). 

(B): During the tenure of agoranomos Aristeides, son of Hermios. 

Commentary 

The term ἐπί is a chronological marker that is rarely seen on weights. This preposition is 

predominantly found on weights from the Seleucid Empire. For example, one such weight from 

Antiokheia is dated to 167/166 BCE9, while another from Antiokheia bears the term ἐπί and is 

dated to 213/212 BCE10. 

The name Aristeides is quite common and, according to the LGPN, has been documented 44 
times in Asia Minor. Within Ionia and Lydia, it appears a total of 22 times11. The name ῞Ερμιος is 
attested in Athens, Selinus12, and Asia Minor. Within Asia Minor, it is documented once in 
Kolophon and three times in Ephesus13. 

Unfortunately, the origin of this weight is unknown, so it cannot be determined in which city 
Aristeides, whose name appears on the weight, served as an agoranomos. However, two similar 
unpublished weights are held at the Halûk Perk Museum. According to information provided by 
collector Halûk Perk, one of these weights comes from the Köyceğiz district of Muğla province (inv. 
no. HPM13999), and the other from the Kula district of Manisa (inv. no. HPM14304). 

Given that both Aristeides and, especially, Hermios are found in Ionia, and considering that this 
type of weight is currently only seen in Western Anatolia, we suggest that the weight may have 
originated in this region. 

                                                                        
9
  … ἐπὶ | Ἀντιπ[άτρου] κτλ. See Seyrig 1946-1948, 41-42, no. I.A.7. For more detailed information about this 

weight, see https://pondera.uclouvain.be/artifact/3573/ 
10

  … ἐπὶ Χαιρεδάμου κτλ. See Gatier 1986, 378, no. II. For more detailed information about this weight, see 

https://pondera.uclouvain.be/artifact/3545/ 
11

  LGPN VA s.v. 
12

  LGPN II and IIIA s.v. See also SEG LXXXVIII 828. 
13

  LGPN VA s.v. 
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Fig. 2a Fig. 2b 

Artemidoros, agoranomos  (corrigendum et addendum) 

Description: Square in form with raised and beveled edges, featuring a herringbone motif on the 

sides. It was canceled by cutting it in half diagonally and shows signs of wear and corrosion. 

(A): Inscription in three lines. 

(B): Inscription in four lines, with an illegible circular stamp of an obscure wreath(?) in the bottom 

left corner, surrounded by an inscription. 

Inscription technique: Relief; Material: Lead. 

Inv. No: PMA 3562; Date of Acquisition: 2007; Findspot: Western Anatolia. 

Region: Western Anatolia. 

Dimensions: 34 x 52 x 10 mm; LH: (A): 7-12 mm; (B): 8-9 mm. 

Weight: 106.92 g; 106.95 g [CPAI III/1]. 

Metrology: Half-Libra; Half-Libra [CPAI III/1]. 

Edition: CPAI III/1, 447. 

Date: 2nd–3rd centuries CE; Roman Imperial Period [CPAI III/1]. 

(A) 

HΜ̣ [I]- 

ΛΕ[ΙΤ]- 

ΡΙ [̣Ν]. 

Ἡμ[̣ί]|λε[ιτ]|ρι [̣ν]. 

(B) 

ΑΡ̣[ca. 5] 
ΩΡΟ̣ [Υ ca. 4] 

Α̣ΝO[vacat?] 

Μ̣ ΟΥ [vacat?] 

Ἀρ[̣τεμιδ]|ώρο̣[υ ἀγορ]|α̣νό̣[vacat?]|μο̣υ [vacat?]. 

(stamp) 
ẠP̣- - - 

Ἀ̣ρ[̣τεμιδώρου(?)]. 

Apparatus Criticus 

(A): 1-3: ΗΜ[Ι]/ΛΕ[Ι]Τ/Ρ[ON] [CPAI III/1]. 
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Fig. 3a 

(B): “on the reverse, blundered inscription” [CPAI III/1] . 
 
Translation 
(A): Half-Libra. 
(B): (During the tenure) of agoranomos Artemidoros.  
(Stamp): (During the tenure) Ar[temidoros(?)]. 
 

 
 

 

Commentary 

An inscription from the city of Silandos in Lydia, dated to 150–155 CE, mentions an agoranomos 
named Artemidoros14. However, it cannot be assumed that this is the same person whose name 
appears on this balance weight. All that can be said is that, according to Halûk Perk, the weight 
originated in Western Asia Minor. 

Aurelius Iulianus Stratoneikos 

Description: Square in form with raised and beveled edges and a tab; worn and corroded. 
(A): Letter. 
(B): Inscription in four lines. 
Inscription technique: Relief; Material: Lead 
Inv. No: PMA 4019; Date of Acquisition: 2007; Findspot: Unknown. 
City: Unknown; Region: Western Anatolia(?). 
Dimensions: 30.5 x 40 x 7 mm; LH: (A): 10 mm; (B): 5-6 mm. 
Weight: 27.11 g; 27.10 g [CPAI III/1]. 
Metrology: One-Uncia; One-Uncia [CPAI III/1]. 
Edition: CPAI III/1, 526. 
Date: After 212 CE. 
 

(A) 

A 

 

(Oὐνκία) αʹ. 

(B) 

ΑYΡ ∙ IΟΥ͜ 

Λ ∙ ΣΤΡΑ 

ΤΟΝΕI 
                                                                        

14
  Malay, Researches, 180 (= SEG XLIX 1685). 

Fig. 3b 
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Fig. 4b Fig. 4a 

ΚΟΥ vv 

 

Αὐρ(ηλίου) ∙ Ἰο͜υ|λ(ιανοῦ) ∙ Στρα|τονεί||4κου. vv 

Apparatus Criticus 

(B): ΑYΡ ∙ IΟΥ͜(Λ ∙ CΤΡΑ /ΤΟΝΕI/ΚΟΥ). 

Translation 
(A): One-(Uncia). 
(B): (During the tenure of) Aurelius Iulianus Stratoneikos. 
 

Commentary 

The Aurelius Iulianus Stratoneikos name has been documented for the first time on this balance 
weight. Unfortunately, the provenance of the weight is unknown; however, in terms of typology, it 
resembles weights from western Anatolia15. For this reason, we suggest Western Asia Minor as its 
probable place of origin. 

 

  
 

 

Tib. Iulius Gamikos (corrigendum) 

Description: Square in form with raised and beveled edges and a short tab; some parts of the body 
are broken away; worn and corroded. 
(A): Letter. 
(B): Inscription in four lines. 
Inscription technique: Relief; Material: Lead. 
Inv. No: PMA 4025; Date of Acquisition: 2007; Findspot: Unknown. 
City: Unknown; Region: Western Anatolia(?). 
Dimensions: 49 x 54 x 7 mm; 55 x 50 x 6 mm [CPAI III/1]; LH: (A): 21 mm; (B): 8-10 mm. 
Weight: 76.09 g; 76.10 g [CPAI III/1]. 
Metrology: Three-Uncia; Three-Uncia [CPAI III/1]. 
Edition: CPAI III/1, 465. 
Date: 2nd–3rd centuries CE. 

(A) 

Γ 

(Oὐνκίαı) γʹ. 

 

                                                                        
15

  See similar physical characteristics, see Öztürk & Güler 2023, 99-118; CPAI III/1, 528; 534; 535. 
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Fig. 5a Fig. 5b 

 
(B) 

vv Τ̣I vv 

⋅ IΟYΛ[-] 

Γ̣ΑΜΙΚỌ[-] 

. . . . . 

 
vv Τ̣ιβ̣(έριος) vv | Ἰούλ[ιος] | Γ̣αμικὸ̣[ς] ||4 ..... or vv Τιβ̣̣(ερίου) vv | Ἰουλ[ίου] | Γ̣αμικο̣[ῦ] ||4 ..... 

Apparatus Criticus 

(B): [.]I /IOYΛ / [Γ]AMIK[O] [CPAI III/1]. 

(B): Τ̣Ι. | ΙΟΥΛ | Γ̣ΑΜΙΚΟ̣ | ..... [https://pondera.uclouvain.be/artifact/2449/]. 

Translation 
(A): Three-(Uncia). 
(B): Tiberius Iulius Gamikos ... or (during the tenure) of Tiberius Iulius Gamikos ... 

Commentary 

The Tiberius Iulius Gamikos name has been documented for the first time on this balance weight. 
The name might have been granted to his parents during the rule of emperor Tiberius. The title of 
this person, which is on the fourth line on side-B, is illegible. The fourth line probably ends with the 
word agoranomos. Unfortunately, the provenance of the weight is unknown; however, in terms of 
typology, it resembles weights from Western Asia Minor. For this reason, we suggest Western Asia 
Minor as its probable place of origin. 

  

Claudius(?) Pothumenos, agoranomos 

Description: Square in form with raised and beveled edges and a tab; herringbone motif on all 
sides; worn and corroded.  
(A): Inscription in two lines and a rectangular stamp on the tab. 
(B): Inscription in four lines within lines. 
(Stamp): Circular stamp in two lines. 
Inscription technique: Relief; Material: Lead. 
Inv. No: PMA 2061; Date of Acquisition: 2007; Findspot: Unknown. 
Region: Western Anatolia or Ionia(?). 
Dimensions: 53 x 68 x 9 mm; LH: (A): 8 mm; (B): 10 mm. 
Weight: 197.31 g; 197.45 g [CPAI III/1]. 
Metrology: Half-Libra (Heavy); Half-Libra [CPAI III/1]. 
Edition: CPAI III/1, 442. 
Date: 2nd century CE. 
 

(A) 
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Fig. 6a Fig. 6b 

ΗΜΙΛΙ 

ΤΡΟΝ 

Ἡμίλι|τρον. 

 

(B) 

[-]ΛΠ 

ΘΟ̣VΜ 

ΝΟCΑ 

ΓΟΡΑ 

 

[-]Λ Π|[ο]θουμ|[έ]νος ἀ||4γορα(νόμος). 

 
(Stamp) 

- - -V - - - 

- - -ΓΟ - - - 

Apparatus Criticus 

(B): [..]ΛΠ /[.]OYM /[NOC A / [.]AΓOPA [CPAI III/1]. 

Translation 
(A): Half-Libra. 
(B): Agoranomos [C]l(audius?) Pothumenos. 
(Stamp): ... agoranomos(?). 

Commentary 

L. 1 (A): The letter “Λ” may represent the final letter of “KΛ,” an abbreviation for Claudius. 

Unfortunately, the first line of the inscription is damaged, leaving no trace of the initial letter. By 
comparing this line with others, it appears that three more letters would be required to complete 
the personal name. 

The name Pothumenos is not commonly attested in Asia Minor. It has been documented three 
times in Kolophon and once in the city of Iulia Gordos16. An inscription from the early 2nd century 
CE at the Klaros sanctuary in Kolophon mentions an individual named Pothumenos, who served as 
a grammateus17. Although the balance weight displays physical characteristics typical of Western 
Asia Minor, most likely from Ionia, there is insufficient evidence to definitively connect 
Pothumenos with a specific marketplace official. 

  

                                                                        
16

  LGPN VA s.v. 
17

  SEG XXXVII 961.  
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T. Sextilius Tertullianus (addendum) 

Description: Square in form with raised and beveled edges; worn and corroded.  
(A): Letter overstruck with a square stamp. 
(B): Blank. 
(Stamp): Inscription in four lines. 
Inscription technique: Relief; Material: Lead. 
Inv. No: PMA 2144; Date of Acquisition: 2007; Findspot: Unknown. 
City: Unknown; Region: Ionia(?). 
Dimensions: 28 x 27 x 6 mm; LH: (A): 11 mm; (Stamp): 2 mm. 
Weight: 27.36 g; 27.35 g [CPAI III/1]. 
Metrology: One-Uncia; One-Uncia [CPAI III/1]. 
Edition: CPAI III/1, 508. 
Date: 2nd–3rd centuries CE. 

(A) 

Ạ 

 

(Oὐνκία) αʹ. 

 
(stamp) 

ṬΣ̣EΞΤ 

ΙΤΕΡΤΥ 

Λ̣Λ̣ΙΑ̣̣Ν 

Ο[Υ]ỊΠ[Π]A 

 

Τ̣(ιβερίου) Σ̣εξτ|ι(λίου) Τερτυ|λ̣λια̣̣ν||4οῦ ἱ̣π[π]ά(ρχου). 

Apparatus Criticus 
“On the obverse, [A] but overstamped with a square stamp within which is an illegible inscription 
in four lines” [CPAI III/1]. 
Translation 
(A): One-(Uncia). 
(B): (During the tenure of) Hipparkhos T(iberius) Sextulius Tertullianus. 

Commentary 

The name Tiberius Sextulius Tertullianus has been 
documented for the first time and may have served as 
hipparkhos and held responsibility for a certain agora. 
Unfortunately, the provenance of the weight is 
unknown; however, in terms of typology, it resembles 
weights from Western Asia Minor. For this reason, we 
suggest Western Asia Minor as its place of origin. 

-nus Virius Cassius, agoranomos (corrigendum) 

Description: Ivy-leaf shaped with raised edges; broken at 
one corner; worn and corroded. 
(A): Inscription in two lines. 
(B): Inscription in five lines. 
Inscription technique: Relief; Material: Lead. 

 
Fig. 7 
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Inv. No: PMA 3566; Date of Acquisition: 2007; Findspot: Unknown. 
City: Ephesos(?); Region: Ionia(?). 
Dimensions: 67 x 92 x 7 mm; LH: (A): 11 mm; (B): 14 mm. 
Weight: 120.86 g; 120.90 [CPAI III/1]. 
Metrology: Half-Libra; Half-Libra [CPAI III/1]. 
Edition: CPAI III/1, 411. 
Date: 2nd century CE. 
 

(A) 

HΜI[ca. 2] 

ΤΡΟΝ 

 

Ἡμί[λι]|τρον. 

 
(B) 

[ca. 3]NO 

[ca. 1]ỌY�IP̣ 

.CIvOY 

ΓΟΡ 

ΟvΜ̣ 

 

[ca. 3]NO[Y(?)] | Ο̣ὐειρ[̣ίου | Κα]σ̣σίου ||4 [ἀ]γορ[αν]|όμ[̣ου]. 

Apparatus Criticus 

(B): [...]ΝΟ / ΟΥ ΕΙ[Κ/Ε] /CΙΟΥ /[Α]ΓΟΡΑ / [.]ΟΜ [CPAI III/1]. 

(B): [...]ΝΟ|[.]ΟΥ Εἱ[κε]|σίου | [ἀ]γορα|[ν]όμ(ου) 

[https://pondera.uclouvain.be/artifact/2393/]. 
Translation 
(A): Half-Libra. 
(B): (During the tenure of) agoranomos -nus Virius Casius. 

Commentary 

L. 1(B): A praenomen ending in -nus can be expected, which would be Nonus. However, this is also 
a rarely attested praenomen, so we hesitate to propose it.  

If our reading is correct, we propose restoring the name here as Virius Casius and a certain 
Virius Cassius is known from an inscription dated to the Hellenistic period from Ephesos18. Virius 
Cassius on the weight may be ancestor from this person. Even if the proposed name is incorrect, 
the weight is typologically similar to examples from the region of Ionia19. For this reason, we 
suggest Ionia as its place of origin. 

                                                                        
18

  I.Ephesos 710B. 
19

  For similar physical characteristics, see CPAI III/1, 408; CPAI III/1, 409. 



New Personal Names on Western Asia Minor Balance Weights in the Pera Museum (II) 123

Fig. 8a Fig. 8b 

  

II) A Special Group of Balance Weight Set 

Balance weights from Western Asia Minor were typically produced using a single reverse mold. 
Consequently, smaller units of these weights often preserve only a fragment of the original mold, 
making them incomplete. Comparisons with other balance weights can help link them to the 
original mold. In this case, one-uncia and two-uncia, cast during the tenure of a certain 
marketplace official Plautus, share the identical reverse mold. The measurements of the letters 
and physical characteristics of the reverse mold further support the mold link between the balance 
weights. 

Plautus, agoranomos (addendum) (1) 

Description: Square in form with raised and beveled edges and a broken tab; worn and corroded. 
(A): Letter and traces of a circular stamp. 
(B): Inscription in three lines within lines. 
(Stamp): Inscription in three lines. 
Inscription technique: Relief; Material: Lead. 
Inv. No: PMA 2158; Date of Acquisition: 2007; Findspot: Unknown. 
City: Unknown; Region: Western Anatolia. 
Dimensions: 41 x 43.5 x 6 mm; LH: (A): 16 mm; (B): 12 mm; (Stamp): 3 mm. 
Weight: 52.44 g; 52.45 g [CPAI III/1]. 
Metrology: Two-Uncia; Two-Uncia [CPAI III/1]. 
Edition: CPAI III/1, 485. 
Date: 2nd–3rd centuries CE; Roman Imperial Period [CPAI III/1]. 
 

(A) 

B 

(Oὐνκίαı) βʹ. 

 

(B) 

ΠΛΑ 

Υ · Τ 

ΟΥ 

 

Πλα|ύτ|ου. 
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Fig. 9a Fig. 9b 

(stamp) 

Π̣ΛΑ̣ 

TΟ 

 

Π̣λα̣(ύ)|το(υ). 

Apparatus Criticus 

(B): [..]A / V . T / O[..] [CPAI III/1].  

(B): ΠΛΑ V · Τ̣ Ο Ṿ [https://pondera.uclouvain.be/artifact/2469/]. 

Translation 
(A): Two-(Uncia). 
(B): (During the tenure) of Plautus. 
(Stamp): (During the tenure) of Plautus. 

  

Plautus (corrigendum) (2) 

Description: Square in form with raised and beveled edges and a tab; worn and corroded. 
(A): Letter and a circular stamp. 
(B): Inscription in two lines within lines. 
(Stamp): Inscription in two lines. 
Inscription technique: Relief; Material: Lead. 
Inv. No: PMA 2103; Date of Acquisition: 2007; Findspot: Unknown. 
City: Unknown; Region: Western Asia Minor. 
Dimensions: 30 x 39 x 6 mm; LH: (A): 10 mm; (B): 12 mm; (C): 3 mm. 
Weight: 25.49 g; 25.50 g [CPAI III/1]. 
Metrology: One-Uncia; One-Uncia [CPAI III/1]. 
Edition: CPAI III/1, 544. 
Date: 2nd–3rd centuries CE; Roman Imperial Period [CPAI III/1].  

 
(A) 

A 

(Oὐνκία) αʹ. 

 

 
(B) 

Π̣ΛΑ 

Υ · Τ 

 

Π̣λα|ύτ[̣ου].  
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Fig. 10a Fig. 10b 

 
(stamp) 

Π̣ΛΑ̣ 

TΟ 

 

Π̣λα̣[ύ]|το[υ]. 

Apparatus Criticus 

(B): 1-2: ΠΛΑ / [Υ].Τ [CPAI III/1]. 

(Stamp): [.]Λ / ΓΟ [CPAI III/1]. 

Translation 
(A): One-(Uncia). 
(B): (During the tenure) of Plautus. 
(Stamp): (During the tenure) of Plautus. 
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